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Introduction 

 The purpose of this pack is to provide teachers and students with some examples of 
responses to A Level English Literature Paper 3: Poetry (9ET0/03). 

 

 The responses in this pack were taken from the Summer 2018 summer examination 
series. The questions papers and mark schemes can be found on the Pearson website 
here. 

 

 In this pack, you will find a sample of responses; examiner commentaries and marks. 

 

 If you have any enquiries regarding these materials or have any other questions about 
the course, please contact the English subject advisor team on 
teachingenglish@pearson.com 

  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/english-literature-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Exam-Series%2FJune-2018
mailto:teachingenglish@pearson.com
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Section A 

Script 1: Question 2 
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Script 2: Question 1 
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Script 3: Question 2
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Script 4: Question 1
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Script 
number 

Examiner commentary and mark 

Script 1 Question 2 

A clear response, which demonstrates understanding of key aspects of both 
poems. There are elements of feature-spotting and speculation but also some 
sensitivity to tone and point of view in both poems.  

 

Level 3: 15 marks 

Script 2 Question 1 

This brief essay is mostly basic and general but does show, on the second 
page, some awareness of the writer’s craft supported by specific details, and it 
makes a few simple links between the poems.  

 

Level 2: 8 marks 

Script 3 Question 2 

There is a sense of overview and detailed exploration within a coherent 
framework here.  

The text is used sensitively and good links are made, for example about 
childhood innocence. Evidence of discriminating use of text places this in low 
Level 4.  

 

Level 4: 20 marks 

Script 4 Question 1 

Despite some lapses, this is discriminating answer with a range of textual 
analysis (not always successfully developed).  

There is a good sense of the candidate actively exploring the unseen poem. A 
strong Level 4 response.  

 

Level 4: 23 marks 
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Section B 

Script 5: Question 17 
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Script 6: Question 5 
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Script 7: Question 8 
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Script 8: Question 26 
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Script 9: Question 11 
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Script 10: Question 13 
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Exemplar Scripts 
Commentaries– Section B   
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Script 
number 

Examiner commentary and mark 

Section B 

Script 5 The student includes a great deal of information about the poems rather than 
specifically addressing the focus of the question.  

The answer is, as a result, weaker on AO2 but does include enough relevant 
material, including AO3, for mid-Level 3.  

 

Level 3: 16 marks 

Script 6 This is clearly written, with some focus on the question. 

 It relies, however, too much on a narrative account and paraphrase of the 
text.  

This is balanced by occasional insight into Chaucer’s methods, lifting into the 
upper area of Level 2.  

 

Level 2: 11 marks 

Script 7 This quite basic account is redeemed by some awareness of the poet’s 
methods and response to tone. 

AO3 is sparse. There is just enough evidence here for Level 2.  

 

Level 2: 7 marks 

Script 8 Firmly focused on the question, this is a detailed response in which AO3 tends 
to dominate the direction of the answer.  

This leads to some simplification and assertion but there are also moments of 
more sensitive interpretation.  

This is top Level 3, not discriminating or analytical enough for the next level.  

 

Level 3: 18 marks 

Script 9 This detailed response makes effective use of AO3, including the literary 
context (the link with Coleridge).  

There are good insights on the poet’s craft, though these are not consistent 
and there are some laboured sections.  

A secure, though lower, Level 4. 

 

Level 4: 20 marks 
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Script 
number 

Examiner commentary and mark 

Script 10 This is a shaped and sustained argument with a clear overview of both 
poems.  

Context is woven into the material, though not in as much detail as the 
sophisticated analysis of Keats’ arguments and methods, so this is not at the 
very top of the Level.  

 

Level 5: 28 marks 

 


